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Effects of Prices and Stress on Cigarette Consumption in Addicted Smokers


I have been conducting research to determine what factors influence continued cigarette consumption by current smokers, and how heavily these factors weigh on purchasing.  The main two hypotheses I am testing are (1) whether the decision of how much one smokes is rational or myopic, and (2) if the physiological effects of addiction are so overwhelming that the price of cigarettes plays a negligible role in determining smokers’ behavior.  My research uses panel data from the public dataset, “Americans Changing Lives Waves I, II, and III,1986, 1989, and 1994” (House)  which surveyed thousands of individuals of all backgrounds, respecting hundreds of different survey criteria, from all parts of the continental US.  Using the program SPSS, I statistically analyze the data and run regressions to express cigarette consumption as a function of selected variables.  As another part of my research, I analyze the role of weighted stress factors selected using the Social Readjustment Rating Scale developed by Holmes and Rahe (1967), on the process of addiction.  All of this is being done under the guidance of Professor Roddy of the University of Michigan, Dearborn.  I look forward to concluding my research and writing a published academic paper which will provide a better understanding of what drives smokers’ decisions.

