It has been a wonderful experience in Awesome Math summer program. Everything is awesome, from the academic atmosphere, recreation activities to ……of course, the people. 

The program is directed by two awesome people, Titu Andreescu and Zuming Feng. They are both the coaches of the U.S. IMO team and have contributed a lot to the math community in the U.S. The program also invites many other math people and talented mentors from around the world, such as Richard Rusczyk, Dorin Andrica, Gabriel Dospinescu, Ander Kaseor and others.  This fabulous combination inspires students to explore more in the field of Olympiad math. 
The life there is very enjoyable. The campus of the University of Texas at Dallas is very beautiful and students can do all kinds of activities, from tennis to soccer, from pool to table tennis. Because the campus offers various recreation activities and there are so many energetic people around, one will find it impossible to feel bored at the camp. Every eight students live in an apartment with their mentor, who will look after their students carefully and responsibly. There are two bathrooms and four bed rooms in each apartment, along with a washing machine, a dryer and a refrigerator full of all kinds of food like yogurt, waffle, and fruit…..

The academic atmosphere is awesome. Everyday there are three lectures covering topics such as Inequality, Number Theory, Combinatorics, Geometry, and Games, etc. and one problem session during which students can expand their view in Olympiad math and experience problem solving. From Cauchy-Schwartz to Chinese Remainder Theorem, students not only learn, but also think and digest. The program not only aims to improve students’ problem solving skill, but also tries to train their critical-thinking abilities, patience, and creativity, all of which are the basis to do well in Math Olympiad. Students are divided into five groups, and this dividing allows students to study and absorb knowledge at their best paces. Cooperation is highly encouraged in this camp. A team contest is held every week to give students opportunities to work with others and help teachers reevaluate the academic process. Students will find it most enjoyable to cooperate with each other and at the same time try to help their team win in the contest, competitively, yet friendly. In a word, Awesome Math is not just a camp to produce Medalists in IMO--------------it tries to be the cradle of Mathematicians.  
The people in the camp are, again, awesome! It is a highly talented community. Besides math, people there are also skillful in many other areas, like table tennis, pool, chess, and even Starcraft…… During the three-week period, people establish friendship inside the community. It is hard to describe that wonderful atmosphere inside the camp, just one word, awesome!
It is no wonder that the first year of Awesome Math summer program is a success; the program not only hones its students’ problem solving skills significantly, but also creates an incredible enjoyable atmosphere for them to expand their views, more importantly, to live. 
-------- --Tianlun Chen
