Mu Alpha Theta National Convention 2003

Ciphering Directions

Do
Have runners place ciphering tablets on tables alternating divisions before students

enter the room. Mu is pink, Alpha is green, Theta is blue.  

Do
Have the person in charge of grading/scoring explain the scoring directions to those involved.


The directions for this are included in the scoring folders.


When everyone is ready, let students into room. As they enter:

Read
You are to sit as a seat that has the ciphering tablet for your division – 


Mu- pink, Alpha – green, Theta – blue. DO NOT touch the ciphering tablet.

Do
Continue reading the above as students come into the room. When everyone is seated

Read
Ciphering is a very quick paced competition where you will have at most 3 minutes to solve a problem.


 1. Do not open the tablet of questions until instructed to do so.

 2.Scoring for this competition will be: 12 points for a correct answer in the 1st minute, 8 points for a 


   Correct answer in the 2nd minute, and 4 points for a correct answer in the 3rd minute.


 3. If a question does not ask for a specified form of the answer, answers are to be in one of the

     following generally accepted forms:



- denominators rationalized



- simplest radical form



- fractions, improper fractions, or mixed numbers in simplest form



- equations should have integral coefficients when in standard form



- do not approximate answers unless it is specifically asked for in the question.


 4. No units are necessary


 5. NO calculators


 6. Sunglasses, hats, headphones, beepers, cell phones, and all other electronic devices are not permitted.


 7. You may turn in only one answer per question.


 8. You will have 3 minutes to answer each question. You will be given a 10 second warning before the


      end of each minute. At this time, you are to stand with the answer sheet in your hand. When I say


     end minute X , proctors will collect your answer sheets. No more answer sheets may be submitted


     once I say X minute. Proctors: Be sure to write the minute the question was answered on the back


     of the answer sheet. This will then be done 2 more times until the 3 minute time limit has expired.


 9. It is imperative that you fill out the answer sheet completely and so that it is legible. If not, your score


     may not be recorded correctly.

            10. Any questions?

Read
We will now begin the practice round, which will be followed by 10 questions.


 Be sure you are sitting at a tablet that is for your appropriate division.


 In each tablet, the top sheet is the cover sheet. Then there will be the answer sheet in the color


 
of the cover, followed by a question on white paper.



a. Carefully take the cover sheet off your tablet. You will now see an answer sheet.



b. Write a P in the blank for question number.



c. PRINT your name as it appears on your name tag so it will be readable to the scorers.



d. Write your student ID# as it appears on your name badge, then bubble the numbers.

Do

     Wait a few minutes while students complete this.

Read

e. You will see an answer box on your answer sheet. This is where you will record your answer.



f. When I say begin, you will have 3 minutes to complete the practice problem. 



g. When I say begin, take the answer sheet off the tablet and work the problem on the tablet.



     DO NOT take the problem off the tablet until instructed to do so at the conclusion of the



     3 minutes.

Read

11.  For round XX, BEGIN.

D0

12.  Begin the timing of the 3 minutes. With 10 seconds remaining, 

Read

13.  10 seconds – Stand.

Do

14.  At the end of the minute,

Read

15.  End minute 1.



16.   10 seconds – Stand.



17.   End minute 2.



18.   10 seconds – Stand.



19.    Stop. 

Do

20.   Allow time for all answers to be collected.



21.   Periodically, check with scorers and graders to be sure they’re keeping up. 



        If not, give students longer to fill in answer sheets.

Read

22.   Are all answers in?



23.   The answer to problem # XX for Mu is …, for Alpha is …, for Theta is …



24.   Take question # XX from your tablet and fill in the answer sheet for question # XX.

Do

25.   Give them a minute or so to do this. 



26.   Repeat steps 11- 25 until all questions have been completed.

Do

27.   When the practice questions and the 10 official questions have been completed,

Read

28.    Thank you for such a great session. Please take all questions and trash with you



         Or deposit in the trash cans. You are now dismissed.

Read

29.    Thank you to all the proctors, recorders, and graders.

Do

Bring all answer sheets and excess materials to Mountain Laurel. 

